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I’ve made these mistakes too....



10. Not Having a Formal Sponsor

1. Talk to people who have sponsors
2. I.D. three accessible potential 

sponsors at work, the industry, a 
complimentary field

3. FORMALLY ASK FOR SPONSORING
4. Apply to established mentoring 

programs: IWMF, AirMedia, Werk It 
Bootcamp! Third Coast Residency

5. You manage the logistics 
(meetings, agendas, goals, 
deadlines)

6. Become a mentor yourself.

https://www.iwmf.org/programs/gwen-ifill-mentorship-program/
https://airmedia.org/programs/training-and-mentorship-program/
https://www.werkitfestival.com/bootcamp
https://www.werkitfestival.com/bootcamp
https://www.thirdcoastfestival.org/residency/


9. Not Raising Your Hand Enough

our heads

1. Ask yourself, ‘Where’s the evidence?’ 
that they will say no, that I will not have 
help, that I am not ready…

2. Offer to support a particular person 
with a task that you want to learn

3. Offer to draft something for someone 
else to edit/finish

4. Do some additional research/work and 
bring new ideas/methods to the team 
w/o being asked



8. Not Checking in Regularly



7. Not Digitizing Transactions

https://due.com/
https://www.freshbooks.com/
https://www.getharvest.com
https://quickbooks.intuit.com/
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf


6. Not Up on Current Rates/ No Rate Card 

https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/werkit/what-podcasting-pays-now
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/werkit/what-podcasting-pays-now
https://airmedia.org/code-of-fair-practice/


5. Not Being Familiar w/ Client’s Work



openly

4. Not Taking Time Management Seriously



3. Not Setting Goals w/ Every Project/Asking for Feedback

1. HAVE YOUR OWN PROJECT



2. Not Setting Quarterly/Annual Goals



1. Not Acting Like a Business

http://facultycenter.ischool.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/The-Statement-of-Work1.pdf
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